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State passes on
Orland Park bid
for Amazon HQ
By Dermot Connolly
Staff Writer

Photos by Anthony Caciopo

Nick’s Barbecue, a popular restaurant on Harlem Avenue for more than two decades, will soon be relocating to Alsip. Temporary signage at the new
location (below) on Cal Sag Road has already gone up.

Nick’s deletes Palos Heights from menu
Move to Alsip allows
video gambling
By Anthony Caciopo
Regional News Editor

Nick Andricopulos is closing his
longtime Palos Heights eatery and
moving to Alsip, where he’s apparently betting on an increased
bottom line.
For 24 years Nick’s Barbecue,
The Place for Ribs, has anchored
the northwest corner of 127th

Street and Harlem Avenue in Palos
Heights, but that long run is about
to come to an end, reportedly in
the next several weeks, possibly
sooner.
The reason? Andricopulos
hasn’t responded to reach-out from
The Regional News for comment,
but last August when he was interviewed for a front-page story
about the massive, record-setting
Mega Millions lottery ticket sold
at his store (which earned him
$500,000), he expressed displeasure during casual, unrelated con-

versation that Palos Heights does
not allow video gambling.
Alsip, where he’ll soon be in
business, allows the popular activity and it’s typically lucrative
for business owners.
“(Nick) came to my office about
three months ago,” said Palos
Heights Mayor Bob Straz. “His
lease was coming up and he said
he has other locations where they
all have it (video gambling) and
it makes money for him, and he

By Anthony Caciopo
Regional News Editor

See NICK’S, Page 2

Still working, still behind the wheel
By Kelly White
Correspondent

See 100, Page 2

See AMAZON, Page 2

Palos Area Chamber
of Commerce has new
executive director

Let’s be ‘Blount’: Dorothy enjoys life nearing 100
Dorothy Blount certainly has something to celebrate. She will
be marking the turn of a personal century on Nov. 3 with her
100th birthday.
“I’ve had a very full life, one that I’ve always enjoyed, and I
am still enjoying my life now,” said Blount, of Palos Park.
She just renewed her driver’s license and describes herself as
active and healthy, with no physical health issues holding her
back.
“I’m very lucky,” she said.
Born in Wheaton in 1917 to Earl and Gertrude Grange,
Blount was the second youngest of four children: Ruth, Art
and Doug. Her family eventually relocated to the Beverly area,
where Dorothy met the man she would marry, Laurent Blount.
At the age of 22, the couple wed in 1939.
They remained living in the Beverly area when Blount’s
husband made the decision to purchase property in 1949 on
Wolf Road in Palos Park that he later developed into Old Creek
Road. The couple said goodbye to their Beverly roots and
moved into what was then unincorporated Palos Township in
1958, never looking back.
“It was really just a lot of land with very few houses,”
Blount’s son, Doug, 73, of Palos Park, recalls. “It was very
rural. Just trees and grass, almost forest-like.”
Along with Doug, the Blount’s had two more children while
living in Palos Park, Barbara and Alan. Blount enjoyed staying
home and raising her three children during their young and
adolescent years. When asked about his childhood, Doug said he
was grateful.
“We didn’t really realize it at the time, but our entire childhood was so different from what children experience today,”
Doug said. “My mother was very outdoorsy. She would pack

Orland Park won’t be home to
Amazon’s proposed second North
American headquarters.
The village’s response to Amazon’s request for proposals was not
included in the State of Illinois’ bid
to Amazon for the HQ2 facility,
Mayor Keith Pekau announced
Friday.
He released a statement explaining that state officials notified the
mayor’s office of their decision
not to include the village on the
final list of potential sites, which,
according to published reports,
include several in Chicago, as
well as sites in Oak Brook and
Schaumburg.
Orland Park’s proposal had included two sites totaling 161 acres
in the village’s regional mixed-use
campus in the Interstate 80 corri-

dor in Will County. It highlighted
the fact that infrastructure such as
roads and utilities are already in
place, so the site could accommodate the 500,000-sq. ft. building
Amazon envisions for its headquarters.
“State officials were very gracious and offered high praise for
our application,” Pekau stated.
“They were impressed with our
submittal, the quality of our assets
as well as our geographic location,
but stated that without an existing 500,000 square foot facility
in place, Orland Park’s bid could
not move forward.”
“I’d like to thank village staff for
the tremendous effort put forth in
developing our bid. I particularly
want to recognize Village Manager
Joe La Margo, Assistant Village
Manager Karie Friling, Interim
Assistant Director of Development

Stacy Schuble is the new executive director of PAC, the Palos
Area Chamber of Commerce,
covering Palos Heights and Palos
Park.
Schuble takes the reigns of the
chamber from Mary Kay Spindler,
who served as executive director
since 2013.
“I’m excited that I have this
opportunity to really help the businesses in the area grow,” she told
The Regional News. “I love the
area, I love living here. We’ve
got a lot going on.”
Schuble brings to her new position 10 years of experience as
a digital marketing consultant.
She runs her own business and
has been a member of PAC since
October of 2015. Last year, she
was invited to join the PAC Board

of Directors and earlier this year
she became the organization’s vice
president.
“Our theme is ‘Connecting
businesses with communities,’”
she said. “We want businesses to
know there are events for them
and ways to get involved with
the chamber.
“And it isn’t just the businesses,” she added. “Everyone in the
community can come to our events
and check them out.”
With the publication of this
edition of The Regional News,
Schuble and PAC will have just
finished a Business After Hours
event, held yesterday evening at
CNB Bank, 12727 S. Ridgeland
Ave. These events provide the
opportunity for business people,
as well as anyone else who’d care
to attend, the opportunity to meet
and network.
See DIRECTOR, Page 2
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Dorothy Blount (left), who turns 100 next Friday, shares a laugh with Lucy
Crocilla, president of the Palos Park Woman’s Club, during a birthday
celebration for Blount at the Palos Park Public Library. A celebration
will be held at 1:00 p.m. Nov. 4 to mark the library’s 90th anniversary at
12330 Forest Glen Blvd.
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Stacy Schuble is the new executive director of the Palos Area Chamber of
Commerce (PAC).

LEAVE YOUR WORRIES AT THE CURB
NEW 2017 FIAT 124

The best-value roadster in America just arrived from
Italy. It’s class-exclusive turbo engine is also the most
powerful four-cylinder in its class.†
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BEST OF
CHICAGO’S
SOUTHLAND
2017

Let Alec Bettenhausen and his staff
Change Your Mind about Car Buying

ADDITIONAL
BONUS CASH ADDED!

2,500

$

TOTAL
CASH*

17600 S. Oak Park Ave., Tinley Park

SALES HOURS: Mon-Thurs 8am-8pm, Fri-Sat 8am-6pm
SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm, Sat 7:30am-4pm

888-744-4697
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*For a new 2017 Fiat 500X qualified buyers may receive up to $2500 total cash, consisting of $500 Consumer Cash, $1000 Bonus Cash, $1000 Owner Loyalty. Plus tax, title,
license and doc fee. Offer ends 10/31/17. See dealer for complete details. Not everyone will qualify as determined by financial lender. Dealer not responsible for typographical
or printing errors. Images are for display purposes only and may not represent vehicle purchased. †Based on the FCA Standard 2-Seat Roadster segment.
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Commissioners meet; discuss
roles, accomplishments, goals
By Dermot Connolly
Staff Writer

Supplied photos

Left: Author Nancy Gee, of Orland Park, cuddles with R.E.A.D. therapy dogs, trained to help build children’s
reading and literacy skills. Right: Gee’s latest work in her series is The Secret Room. She will sign books at
the Barnes & Noble bookstore in Oak Brook Nov. 4.

Children’s author on a mission to R.E.A.D.
By Anthony Caciopo
The Regional News

Sometimes life’s biggest and
most rewarding challenges are
spurred in unexpected ways.
Nancy Gee is busy. Very busy.
She runs a specialty manufacturing firm and the last thing
she needed was more work.
Seriously.
But one of her young grandsons said to her one day “Why
don’t you write a book?”
“I said to him ‘Because I run
a company full-time. Come on,
kids, when do you think I’d have
time? I don’t even know how to
write a book.’”
“You told me you could do
anything, GiGi,” he said. “I challenge you!”
“So, I set off,” said Gee. “I
didn’t tell him. I worked for two
years. I weaved my way around
and learned how to write a book.
Blessed was I to get published.”
Now with three children’s
books to her credit, she’ll be
signing copies of her latest,
“The Secret Room,” from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4
at a Barnes & Noble bookfair in
the Oak Brook Mall, 100 Oak
Brook Center.
She’ll have company, of the
four-legged variety
Gee will be joined by two
R.E.A.D. Intermountain Therapy dogs. The dogs are trained
in Reading Education Assistance,
a method used to improve children’s reading and communication skills by having kids read
to them.
Gee discovered the animals and
the program at a reading of one
of her previous books.
“After my reading, I walked
over to a room and there was a
therapy dog, on the floor,” she
said. “The dog was lying with
its paws on an open book as the
child read to the dog. I slid down
the wall and sat on the floor to
watch. I was totally amazed.”
Gee was so moved by the experience that she “Got together
with Intermountain and said, ‘I’d
like to write a book about your
dogs.’”

She’s on a mission
Intermountain Therapy Animals, an organization based in
Salt Lake City, Utah, trains and
certifies dogs for not only read-

100

Continued from Page 1
us up lunches and we would
go out into the woods, hiking,
exploring or playing for an
entire day. We wouldn’t return
home sometimes until after
dusk. Children today often
don’t get to experience that. We
didn’t have cell phones or the
Internet, so my mother made
the best of the outdoors.”
“I’m still walking,” Blount said.
“I may not be walking five miles
a day anymore like I used to, but
I’m still walking regularly.”
Living on several acres in the
wooded Palos Park area, the
Blounts also owned not one, but
five horses. One for every member
of the family, Blount said.
“Living in Palos Park and raising my children here, I realize
that I would have hated living
in the busy city,” she said. “My
children have had a very good
life out here, even though they’re
far from children anymore. It’s
still hard for me to even believe.”
Blount, her husband and her
children would ride regularly, and
Blount refused to give up one of
her favorite pastimes until she
reached the age of 80. Described
as an avid animal lover by her
children, Blount also made sure
their household always had a family dog, often an English Pointer,
as they were bred by her father.
“I remember growing up, we
would take in an array of wild
animals,” Doug said. “There was
one time my mother took in an
injured crow and it ended up living
with us for a few years.”
While she was home with the
children, her husband, Laurent
worked as a real estate agent and

ing assistance but for physical,
occupational, speech and psychotherapies, as well as special
education.
“I dedicated ‘The Secret Room’
on the back to Intermountain
Therapy Animals,” she said. “(Intermountain’s) mission is to teach
children confidence in reading.
“If children are in school, reading out loud and they (stumble)
or mispronounce words, they can
get kind of scared,” Gee said.
“But when they’re on the floor
with the dog, the dog does not
care,” she said. “The dog just
looks at them with adoring eyes
and the child cannot wait to have
the interaction. It teaches kids the
enjoyment of reading.”
“Anything we can do to get the
message out for these animals,”
said Gee. “I’m spending my next
year spreading the word.”
To support R.E.A.D., a portion
of the sales proceeds of any item
sold in the store or online—her
book, anyone’s book, toys or any
other item—will be donated to
the R.E.A.D. Therapy Dog effort,
Gee said.
Her books—“The Secret
Drawer,” “The Secret Path,” “The
Secret Room” and the not-yetreleased “The Secret Bus”—have
a similar style.
“All my books are in rhyme,”
said Gee. “Short sentences for
children to have fun while they’re
reading the books so they aren’t
bored.”

She runs Maywood Industries,
a wood fabrication shop in Alsip.
“I make specialty wood pallets,
specialty skids and boxes and we
ship them all over the world,”
she explained. “I’ve been doing
this for 35 years.
“That’s all I do except write
these books,” she said, smiling.
“I work two full-time jobs. I go
to bed at 1 (a.m.) and I’m back
up at 5.”

‘Bonne fortune!’

Her writing process doesn’t
begin with words.
“I create my thoughts,” she explained. “I ‘image’ my thoughts
as to what I’m trying to see, what
I want the animals to discover. I
walk through the imagery oneby-one until I’m done with my
frames and then I draw pictures.”
“When I’m done with all that,
that’s when I start to put it into
words,” Gee said.
The author has old family roots
in Orland Park. People of a certain
age will remember Gee Lumber
stores throughout Chicagoland, in
a time long, long before the bigbox home improvement stores.
Yep, that’s Nancy’s family. Thirteen stores back in the day, she’ll
tell you. The family had to give
up its land so many years ago
as Orland Park grew, but Gee
remembers horses being raised
on the family’s property.

Good fortune, as said in
French, and through all that hard
work on her “second” job, Gee
has now crossed some distant
shores.
“A Paris publisher was in a
bookstore in Florida,” said Gee.
“Saw my book. Made the call.”
“Nancy, would you like to
go international?” the publisher
asked her.
“I tried to be calm but it’s been
unreal,” she said. “I’ve been to
Paris for book signings. It’s been
like an out-of-body experience.”
Gee is due to make visits
across the U.S. with dogs and
her books—New York, New
Mexico, Minnesota, probably
more destinations. “Dog stops,”
she calls them.
At the events, R.E.A.D. representatives explain how the
dogs are certified and the training they go through. “Not every
dog makes it,” said Gee about
the process.
She has also presented at McDonald’s restaurants and at a local hospital. She has sponsors to
whom she sells books for about
half-price so they can more easily
get into the hands of charities.
“Just give them to the kids,”
she said.
And speaking of kids: Those
grandsons of hers, the one who
threw down the gauntlet and challenged his grandmother to write
a book? Well, they’re college-age
now but “GiGi” still remembers
the day she brought home her first
batch of books, two years after
she began her journey.
“I brought that big box of
books, put it on the kitchen table and said, ‘Come over here,
boys.’ I opened up that box and
they could not believe it!”
Visit Nancy at www.anancygeebook.com and learn more
about Intermountain Therapy
Animals and the R.E.A.D. program at www.therapyanimals.org.

developer. In 1961, he built what
is known as the Village Courtyard
Shopping Center, 8101 W. 123rd
St. in Palos Park, where he set the
ground for his very own real estate
agency, L.T. Blount, Realtors.
Eight other shops opened up
their doors in the shopping center,
including Deacon’s Bench Restaurant, personal boutique shops, a
candle shop and a book store.
Once the children were 18 and
older, Blount decided to obtain her
real estate license, in 1962, and
join the workforce. She began by
running publicity and marketing
for all the shops located in the
Village Courtyard, designing and
mailing 5,000 flyers known as the
Village Crier every other month,
encouraging residents to visit the
shopping center. She would also
arrange and organize events to be
held in the common area of the
Village Courtyard, ranging from
wedding receptions, Palos Village
Players theater performances and
the Chicago Chamber Orchestra.
Her busy schedule did not
stop there, however, as she also
worked as a real estate agent at
L.T. Blount, Realtors, establishing
her own clientele.
In 1976, the Blounts sold ownership of the Village Courtyard
but kept their real estate office.
In 1981, Laurent died tragically
of a heart attack, but that did not
deter Blount of her career choice.
Her son, Doug, took over the
family business after his father’s
passing. Since then, they have
moved to a new location and
have partnered with Berkshire
Hathaway. They are now known
as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, Blount, Realtors and are
located at 8100 W. 119th St.,
Palos Park.
To this day, Blount remains

active in the real estate office,
coming in regularly to help out
the business. She no longer shows
homes, but she helps out with advertisements and sends out listings
to potential clients.
“I always liked working in
real estate and really enjoy it,”
Blount said. “You become really
good friends with the people who
come in to purchase homes and
properties.”
During the course of her dynamic lifetime, Blount also remained very active in the Palos
Park community. She has been
involved in Service League, Palos
Park Woman’s Club, Palos Park
Garden Guild II and the Community Center Foundation (now
known as The Center) in Palos
Park where she was active in hiring
ranch camp staff for several years.
She also served on the board of
directors.
“I’m very proud of her and all of
her accomplishments,” Doug said.
“She is always helping others. She
always sees the good in everyone
and always has a positive attitude.”
Dorothy’s plans for her special
day include dinner at The Center
on Nov. 4 with her entire family.
She has family coming in from “all
over,” she says, including California, Texas and Alabama, as well
as those living throughout Illinois.
She has already been feted by
fellow members of the Palos Park
Woman’s Club. Dorothy was given
a 50-year pin and a picture of herself with “Fifty Years” embossed
on the frame, marking 50 years
of service to the club. She also
received a floral bouquet. The
celebrants enjoyed two cakes:
white and chocolate. Dorothy likes
chocolate, her friends in the club
reported.

The author at work

During a workshop held Saturday
morning at the Orland Park Civic
Center, members of Orland Park’s
many volunteer commissions and
advisory boards discussed their
work with village officials who
want to improve what many believe
is already working well.
The 90-minute meeting included
break-out sessions in which about
26 members of several of the 15
village commissions and advisory boards chatted with village
staff, who acted as facilitators.
The commission members talked
about what their commissions do,
what they have accomplished, and
made suggestions about what the
village could do to make the system
work better.
Among the most prominent of
the 15 village commissions are
the Civic Center Authority Board,
Open Lands Fund Commission,
Recreation Advisory Board, Board
of Police and Fire Commissioners,
and Veterans Commission, among
others.
The next step in the process will
be for the village clerk’s staff to
compile a summary of the suggestions made Saturday. The village
board will then discuss making
changes at the Nov. 20 village
board meeting, where residents
will have a chance to have their
voices heard on the subject as well.
Mayor Keith Pekau, along with
trustees Dan Calandriello, Mike
Carroll and Kathy Fenton moved
from table to table, listening to
the discussions and sharing their
opinions. Assistant Village Clerk

Nick’s

Continued from Page 1
wanted to do it here.
“I told him I don’t foresee it
happening and I can’t guarantee
it ever will happen,” Straz said.
Nick’s has four additional locations throughout the southwest
suburbs, including the original
restaurant in Burbank that Andricopulos opened 31 years ago.
Each of the communities where
his restaurants are located allows
video gambling.
“The city council has voted
against it, which is the main reason Palos Heights doesn’t have
video gambling,” said Straz. “The
residents seem to be against it;
they don’t care for it. Personally, I
don’t like to see all the video poker
banners and signs out in front of
these various establishments. It’s
not the image that Palos Heights
wants to portray as a town.
“We’re starting to become more
of a dining destination, based on
what’s happened recently on Harlem Avenue,” said the mayor, referring to new restaurants opening.
“I go back to what I’ve been
saying about the dining, culture
and recreation parts of our town,

Amazon

Continued from Page 1
Services Ed Lelo as well as our
Economic Development Advisory
Board for their efforts,” Pekau
added.
The mayor and other village
officials had acknowledged from
the beginning that it was a longshot to be chosen by Amazon in its

Director

Continued from Page 1
“We’re planning for 2018 to
have more Business After Hours
events, more general membership
meetings,” she said. “We’ll have
quarterly new member orientations
and we’re going to definitely be a
lot more active than in the past.
It’ll be more opportunity for our
member businesses to get together
and network.”
“Businesses need to continue
reaching out to other potential clients, even if they’re doing well,”
Schuble said. “Getting involved
with the chamber is the number
one way to do that.
“Your restaurant might be doing great, but there’s still a lot of
chamber members who’ve never
been there, so why not attend a
chamber event or host a Business
After Hours?” she asked. “Wordof-mouth does a lot of good but
it can only go so far. You need to
showcase your business in other
ways.
“A lot of businesses just join
the chamber but never do anything
else,” Schuble said. ‘My goal is
to get them more involved and
more active. A lot of our events
are going to be free. Just show

Casey Griffin also participated. The
village board agreed to hold the
workshop, at Calandriello’s suggestion, rather than approve Pekau’s proposal to form an ad-hoc
committee tasked with reviewing
and making changes to the volunteer commission system. Pekau
has appointed some new members
to some of the commissions since
taking office, but most of the trustees said they would rather have
the workshop before making any
major changes to the commission
system.
“We had a good discussion. Let’s
try to fine-tune it. I am looking
forward to continuing the process,”
said Calandriello.
“The takeaway here is that we’ve
been doing an excellent job with
all of our commissions. That is
what I expected to hear. Your role
is vital to this village,” Carroll told
the assembled commissioners.
“The commissions are an extremely important part of this
village. (The volunteer aspect of
them) helps maintain the warm-and
fuzzy, small-town feel of Orland
Park, although we have nearly
60,000 residents now. We need
that,” said Fenton.
“We do greatly appreciate the
work done by commissioners,”
she added, using the example
of the Plan Commission, which
is responsible for reviewing all
development plans, and making
recommendations to the village
board about whether or not they
should be approved.
“If there is a consensus that some
changes need to be made, we will
do it,” she said.
“The commission structure is

very important. We have 300
staff and seven trustees (including the mayor), but the trustees
are only part-time,” said Pekau.
“Using the talents of the volunteer
commissions that we have to help
us is central to our mission. But
all of that needs to be updated,”
said Pekau.
The mayor said the newly reconstituted Economic Development
Advisory Board was instrumental
in putting together the proposal
aimed at getting Amazon interested
in the village as a possible site
for its second North American
headquarters. Although that bid
was unsuccessful, the mayor said
the efforts brought attention to the
available sites in the I-80 Corridor,
and the work done will make future
proposals easier.
“This was a very good start. But
we need to go deeper,” said Pekau
afterward.
He noted that the workshop was
not particularly well-attended, and
suggested after the meeting that the
ad-hoc committee might have been
more productive, because members
would be able to interview commission members one-on-one. Although staff volunteered their time,
he said arranging the workshop
took time away from other duties.
But Carroll disagreed with that
assessment. “We knew it would be
hard to get people to a weekend
workshop.” He noted that most
new commissioners appointed by
Pekau were not there, but said
those who couldn’t attend were
able to answer the questionnaire
used at the meeting, and submit
their testimony in writing.

and I don’t think video poker fits
in there,” said Straz, referring to
the Lake Katherine Nature Center and the Illinois Philharmonic
Orchestra, now based at Trinity
Christian College.
In 2016, according to the Illinois
Gaming Board, the state took in
tax revenue of $227 million from
24,841 video gambling terminals
statewide.
The board also supplied last
year’s gaming tax revenue totals
for some nearby municipalities
that allow video gambling, including Alsip, with $223,00; Bridgeview, $189,000; Chicago Ridge,
$241,000; Crestwood, $292,000;
Oak Lawn, $554,000 and Tinley
Park, $225,000.
Other southwest suburbs where
legal video gambling can be found
are Burbank, Hickory Hills, Homer
Glen, New Lenox, Oak Forest,
Palos Hills, Worth and possibly
others. This list is not necessarily
comprehensive.
Municipalities near Palos
Heights that do not allow video
gambling are Palos Park and Orland Park.
Video gambling went live in
Illinois in September, 2012.
Marquee signage is already up at

what will become the new Nick’s
Barbecue, the former Clear View
Restaurant at 5500 Cal Sag Rd.
in Alsip. “Opening Soon” flyers
are posted inside the door.
At the current Palos Heights
location, business cards on the
counter no longer include the store
at 12658 S. Harlem Avenue. The
address of the new Alsip location
has taken its place but currently
there are no other visible indications that Nick’s will soon be
headed east.
“No way!” said Palos Heights
resident Chris Nunez when he
learned of the coming move.
“This place has always been
around,” he said, waiting with his
girlfriend, Yasmine Hafez, for their
order. “I’m kind of sad to see them
go but at least they’re not closing
down for good.”
John Healy, of Chicago said he,
too, was unaware of the impending move.
“I didn’t know,” he said. “I drive
this way about once a month. I
always try to stop.”
As he headed out the door after
finishing his meal he said, “I’ll go
to the new one.”

nationwide search, but they agreed
that the effort was worthwhile.
Pekau said at a recent village
board meeting that “whatever happens,” Will County now knows
that the property is for development in the regional mixed-use
I-80 corridor, and will begin marketing it to prospective developers. He and others also said that
with the first request for proposal

completed for the I-80 corridor
property, the next ones will be
easier.
“Even though we were not selected, I am certain the bid process
and our proposal put us on the
map with the state of Illinois. As
a result, the state indicated their
interest in meeting with us to help
drive development along the I-80
corridor,” Pekau concluded.

up, even for a little while. Just
drop in.”
“Think a little more broadly,”
she advised. “With some of the
new businesses that are opening
up—there’s new restaurants, and
that’s great—and that’s going to
bring more people here.”
Schuble shares the opinion of
Mayor Bob Straz and city council members that Palos Heights is
becoming a “destination,” thanks
to increased dining, cultural and
recreation opportunities.
PAC was founded in 1949 and
didn’t always include the Palos
Park business community but it
has for many years now. Schuble
intends to amp up the attention
PAC pays to Palos Park.
“A lot of people don’t realize
that PAC is Palos Park, too,” she
said. “I’m trying to do more,
reaching out more to Palos Park
businesses.
“We’re not forgetting you,”
she said. “You will be part of the
chamber and we’ll have events in
your area.”
PAC offers a new-member
spotlight at no charge. PAC-news
emails are sent to members on
a soon-to-be monthly schedule.
They’re known as the Chamber
Directive.
Schuble said the chamber will

be starting to push more on social
media and with phone calls.
“We’ve never really done that
for our members,” she said. “I have
some ideas of different ways we
can utilize social media.”
Highlights on the schedule
at palosareachamber.org is a
multi-chamber Business After
Hours and Speed Networking
Event from 4:30 to 7 p.m. Nov.
1 at the Double Tree by Hilton,
5000 W. 127th St. in Alsip and
the annual holiday tree lighting
at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 24 at the Lake
Katherine Nature Center in Palos
Heights. More events will be added
in the coming weeks, including a
members’ holiday party.
Schuble was raised in the western suburbs and she and her family
lived in the heart of downtown
Chicago until moving to Palos
Heights in 2012. Stacy and her
husband, Todd, have two children: daughter Alex, 6 and son
Cameron, 2.
“We have a lot of great businesses in the city that should be
patronized, she said. “We encourage the community to check them
out. Look at the Palos area first.”
Stacy Schuble and the chamber
can be reached at (708) 480-3025
and at info@palosareachamber.
org.

